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Late Encounter
Ori Reisman and Yehiel Shemi
Centenary of the artists’ births

Cabri. Faces. - Ori Reisman and Yehiel Shemi (Inner Gallery)
Following - Ashraf Fawakhry, Dubi Harel, Saher Mi‘ari, Hadar Saifan, Yair Friedman,
Shoham Smith, Vali Mintzi, and Roni Fahima (Outer Gallery)

On a small hill in the Western Galilee, overlooking green fields and orchards, and one hundred meters above
sea level, two artists lived and worked side by side in Kibbutz Cabri (and in its earlier incarnation at Beit
HaArava): the painter Ori Reisman (1924-1991) and the sculptor Yehiel Shemi (1922-2003). Reisman was an
artist of lines, color, layers, open spaces, portraits, and turbulence. Shemi, recipient of the Israel Prize for
Sculpture (1986), is known for his diverse, abstract sculptures—solid, direct, raw, unapologetic—which are
scattered throughout the country.

The exhibitions Cabri. Faces. and Following are part of a cluster of three exhibitions entitled Late
Encounter. They mark the centenary of the artists' births and are being held in the community's three art
institutions: Cabri Gallery, the Gottesman Etching Center, and Atelier Shemi. These exhibitions explore an
artistic encounter between the founding fathers and their home, an encounter of unprecedented scale.

The exhibitions focus on the connection between Shemi's and Reisman'’s work and their community. The
word faces signifies both the faces of the kibbutz members appearing in Reisman’s portraits and the
surfaces in Shemi’s sculptures and reliefs. However, the word also has the meaning of inner—a deeper gaze
into the bond between the artists and their community. This theme is explored in a new film created by
artists Hadar Saifan, Yair Friedman, and Tamar Horowitz Livne, entitled Color and Rust. The film features
interviews with eighteen members of the community who share their insights on the impact of the artists
on them and on the kibbutz.

The exhibitions also present portraits and sketches by Ori Reisman, alongside reliefs, sculptures, and prints
by Yehiel Shemi, with reactions from artists that are part of the cooperative gallery: Ashraf Fawakhry pays
tribute to Reisman, while Saher Mi'ari and Dubi Harel create works that connect with Shemi’s. And two new
children's books by author Shoham Smith are showcased:
"A Sculpture Garden: A Meeting with Yehiel Shemi," illustrated by Roni Fahima, and "The Colors Speak to
Me: A Meeting with Ori Reisman," illustrated by Vali Mintzi.

The differences between the two artists inform the exhibition, but points of artistic convergence also
emerge, particularly in their abstract approach and their connection to the landscape of their home. The
exhibitions have been postponed since November 2023. Times of crisis lead to a search for strong spiritual
foundations, and the beauty left behind by Reisman and Shemi offers a source of hope—the timeless force
of artists within their community, which continues to resonate years after their passing.

Curator: Tamar Horowitz Livne.
Exhibition Design: Ashraf Fawakhry. Installation: Kobi Siboni. Linguistic Editing: Anat Hirsh-Gross.

A new research book/catalog for the exhibition is available: Smadar Schindler and Yoram Warta (editors),
Ori Reisman and Yehiel Shemi / Late Encounter, Cabri Publishing, 2024.
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